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Xun Zi in the Intellectual
Context of Early China
Reply to Perspectives of European Scholars
From November to December in 2001, supported by an ESF travel grant, I visited four Sinological departments in Europe: at
München University, Tübingen University, the Catholic University of Leuven, and Vienna University. With each visit, I held a presentation on the socio-political theory of Xun Zi (c. 316-235 BC). Here, I will reflect on the valuable questions and criticisms raised
by the scholars of the aforementioned institutes to my representation of Xun Zi’s thought.

Report >
China

By Masayuki Sato

un Zi synthesized major lines of pre-Qin thought which
were categorized as Confucianism, Daoism, Mohism,
Legalism, Logical thought, and so on., despite his own firm
self-styled orthodox successor of the idea of Confucius. A
great scale of amalgamation of various thoughts of his time
enabled him to provide the succeeding Han dynasty with an
ideal blueprint for the broad ideological basis for the state
institution of the Han which has been known as ‘li’ (rituals
and social norms). Han intellectuals considered the concept
of rituals and social norms to be the most cardinal element
for attaining the Han state institution. This idea is shown in
Sima Qian’s (ca. 140-?) arrangement that he put the ‘Li shu’
(Book of Rituals and Social Norms) on the top of the ‘Six
Books’ in his Shiji (The Historical Records).
However, the fact that the extant Book of Xunzi consists of
a highly articulated theoretical exposition of the rituals and
norms which were supposed to be embodied in the Han state
and society can cause a suspicion that the extant Book of Xunzi
was not written by Xun Zi, but by the Han intellectuals such
as Liu Xiang (ca. 77-6 BC) who was the prominent bibliographer who set the composition of the Book of Xunzi on basically the present form. The discussion below evolves the problems on the textual authenticity of the Book of Xunzi, and Xun
Zi’s influence on the formation of the Han state institution.

X

Question: Is it not possible that the extant Book of Xun Zi,
should contain the thought of Liu Xiang, and accordingly the
‘high level of integration’ in his thought reflects the Han
thought? (prof. R. Ptak, München University)
Reply: Needless to say, all the Warring States philosophical
works are exposed to the doubt of their textual authenticity.
Although I am inclined to regard the Book of Xun Zi as substantially his synthesis of preceding ideas and arguments
rather than that which can be clearly divided into Xun Zi’s
own and his disciples’. Yet, it is very important to think about
where this high level of integration in his work came from
and your assumption is worth being put to our serious consideration. According to my research, we cannot find specific evidence that Liu Xiang inserted his own argument into the

extant text of the Book of Xun Zi. First of all, Xun Zi’s work
are quoted fairly extensively in a number of the Han treatises
such as the Hanshi Waizhuan and the ‘Book of (State) Rituals’ in the Shiji. In particular, the Hanshi waizhaun was the
work of the early-middle Former Han period, this proves that
at least those parts had existed before Liu Xiang’s period. Furthermore, in his Preface, Liu Xiang clearly states that his compilation work of the text was proceeded just by means of
‘removal of the overlapping parts.’ As he wrote, when he dealt
with the manuscript of Xun Zi’s work, there were as many as
322 bundles of Xun Zi’s manuscript. Under the condition that
so many manuscripts of Xun Zi were preserved by his time,
it was totally unnecessary for Liu Xiang to ‘add to’ or ‘revise’
Xun Zi’s manuscript. Therefore, Liu Xiang’s remark that he
‘removed overlapping parts’ is sufficiently reliable. However,
all these my argument do not support the point that the extant
Xunzi was Xun Zi’s own work.
Question: Can we see any influence of Xun Zi’s thought on
the contemporary Chinese state institution and political operation? (prof. R. Trappl, Vienna Univ.)
Reply: No one would believe that the Confucian legacy in
state institution and political operation in contemporary China
(and also in Korea and Japan) was entirely wiped out. Characteristics in East Asian politics, e.g. geriatric rule, nepotism,
a strong sense for saving face, and an excessive concern with
the total personality of politicians, cannot be understood without Confucian political culture. The problem is that it is
extremely difficult to discern one’s Confucianism (e.g. Mencius’) from another’s (e.g. Xun Zi’s). What makes the situation more complicated is that Xun Zi has been demoted from
orthodox down to heterodox by Neo-Confucianists, and, consequently, modern scholars in post-Neo Confucian period have
usually associated Confucian characteristics with the thought
of Confucius and Mencius. It is true that major Confucian
moral values such as ren (benevolence), yi (righteousness)
and even li (rituals and social norms) were not Xun Zi’s invention. What I can argue here is that if the form and ideology of
the Han dynasty was predominant major source for the dynastic politics onward, the impact of Xun Zi’s thought on the following history was also considerably great. In other words,

the institution and ideology of the Han dynasty has been taken
into form under the overwhelming influence of Xun Zi’s
thought. I would like to focus on three points as follows: First,
it is widely known that the state rituals of the Han dynasty
were ‘installed’ by the hand of Shusun Tong, a realist Confucian, who survived the sanguinary warfare from the collapse
of Qin to the final victory of Han. Therefore, from the beginning, the core of the Han state institution was doomed to be
developed under the Confucian framework. Pertinently, the
idea behind the installation of the Han state rituals that ‘the
appropriate state rituals embody appropriate socio-political
order’ is the echo of Xun Zi’s political philosophy. Second, it
is of no doubt that the prominent Han intellectuals such as
Han Ying, Sima Qian, Dong Zhongshu, and Liu Xiang highly respected Xun Zi. It was them who greatly contributed to
the promotion of Confucian value as the state ideology of the
Han dynasty. In other words, Xun Zi’s thought exhibited an
overwhelming persuasive power to the Han intellectuals. And
third, it is also broadly known that Xun Zi critically contributed
the transmission of the Canonical studies by means of integrating them into the curriculum of his Confucian teaching.
It was fairly natural that a system of thought which could successfully systematized the great amount of intellectual heritage of that civilization would ultimately lead the state ideology of that society. <
Dr Masayuki Sato is presently Chiang
Ching-kuo Fellow and a lecturer at the Sinological Institute of Leiden University. His
work, The Confucian Quest for Order: the
Origin and Formation of Xun Zi’s Political
Thought (Leiden: Brill, 2002), is yet forthcoming. E-mail: M.sato@let.leidenuniv.nl

Note >
Lastly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
financial support by ESF which enabled me to realize this
trip and the people, in addition to those mentioned
above, particularly Prof. Hans van Ess of München
University, Dr Heidi Dumreicher of Institute for Urban
Sustainability, and Mrs. Evelyn Ellwart-Mitsanas of
Tübingen University, without whose help I could not have
completed this trip with such great success!

Sri Lanka in the Twenty-First Century

Legacies and Challenges
Report >
Sri Lanka

Scholars of Sri Lanka Studies from around the world exchanged their ideas and research findings in the congenial atmosphere at the South Asia Studies Centre, University of Rajasthan,
Jaipur, India under the aegis of the eighth International Conference on Sri Lanka Studies.
Nine working sessions on various aspects of the island-society, a one-day workshop on IndiaSri Lanka relations and ritualistic Inaugural and Valedictory Sessions were held.

By Karori Singh

he scholars discussed the achievements of the island-nation in economic development, social harmony,
evolution of political institutions, international relations and related policy
issues mainly in the post-colonial period. Mutually reinforcing one another
the ideological contradictions and
social awareness manifest themselves
in the present crisis and problems of
society. In this, history has been used
to create polarized identities and differential mobilization. It is up to social
scientists not to overstress or aggravate

T

26

the conflict but instead to promote harmony and convergence. Through
information and communication technology, the diaspora started playing a
significant role in generating national
or sub-national consciousness. This
however does not delimit the role of
history, linguistic composition, cultural symbols, and other primordial
aspects. Long-distance nationalism has
developed alongside cohesive subnationalism and nationalism on the
island itself. Whatever, the consciousness formation, it was no doubt instrumental to achieve sub-nationalist goals
rather than integrative ones. The fail-
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ure of integration is aptly yet sadly
illustrated by fact that the Bhikkuni
(buddhist nuns) order has not been
restored despite the peaceful movement for its restoration. The restoration of such an order might have made
qualitative changes in the Sinhalese
Community. The Tamil Nationalist
Movement, on the other hand, became
separatist in the course of long colonial
domination and post-colonial governance.
While constitutional devices and the
democratic polity have been manipulated, the liberal ethos of democracy has
not evolved on the island. Herein lies

the root cause for most of the problems
that the island-nation is facing. A liberal, accommodative approach has
been suggested as remedy of most of
the evils in the society. Studies of electoral processes reveal a positive correlation between modernization and
political participation. However, stateled modernization is buttressing primordialism in democratic politics.
Though these trends have not crippled
democracy, a pressing problem of balancing modernization with traditionalism remains.
The adoption of pro-globalization
policies has increased competitiveness,
yet allowing globalization to direct the
restructuring of production and governing processes is inimical not merely to general employment but to human
welfare at large. Thus, the globalization
process should be further examined

and subsequently be calibrated to the
needs and potentials of the people. On
the one hand, various communities and
social groups started taking their own
initiatives. On the other, extra-national
economic forces are leaving their
imprints not only on the economy but
also on society at large. Further
research and innovation in this regard
is deemed necessary.

Community Resource
Management
Trends indicate that local communities are increasingly being empowered
to conserve and manage natural
resources. Irrespective of the regional
and social disparities the island society
is performing very well in regard to
social development policy and practice.
Some apprehensions were raised in
regard to the accuracy of the statistical
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A Unique University in Northeast India:

NEHU and its Possibilities
Report >
South Asia

North-Eastern Hill University (NEHU) was established at Shillong, Meghalaya, by an Act of Parliament in 1973,
in order to provide the northeastern states of India with an academic window to the region and to the world.
The University provides consulting facilities to various ministries of the Government of India, as well as to such
international agencies as the IDRC, UNESCO, and the Ford Foundation. It has the infrastructure for sophisticated scientific testing on various chemicals and receives requests and samples from over forty universities
throughout the country. Its record on international collaboration with various European universities, particularly in Life Sciences and Physical Sciences, is noteworthy.

University Guest House cum Seminar Complex
B y T. B . S u b b a a n d J a n B r o u w e r

ith the withdrawal of the
Restricted Area Permit for
foreign nationals from the states of
Assam and Meghalaya, NEHU is
welcoming institutional and individual international collaboration in the
disciplines of Anthropology, Geography, History, Linguistics, Philosophy, and Sociology. Within NEHU’s
general policy to transmit, sustain,
promote, and enhance traditions of
academic practice, the School of
Human & Environmental Sciences
(SHES) supports and promotes
research, teaching, and training
programmes with the dual aim of
enhancing pure scientific knowledge
as well as its links with applications for
the development of the region. The
School encourages interdisciplinary
and multi-dimensional research work
with the other Schools at NEHU. The
various departments of the University
offer MA, MSc, MPhil, and PhD
courses in various traditional fields as
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information regarding the social development. It has been stressed that
despite the hiccups, the island society
is performing well comparing with
other South Asian Countries. Moreover
and despite the social turmoil and violence in recent decades, poverty reduction has been sustained better than previously during the 1990s, which was
due to the positive impact of the globalization process, thus suggesting that
speeding up liberalization may alleviate poverty. However, these positive
developments may well prove to slide
down the scale and the future may well
hold stagnation and mediocre results.
These predictions are based on the
acknowledgement of certain imbalances and inherent problems in both
the socio-economic realities and the
political changes that characterize the
island society.

well as newly emerging ones in
respective disciplines.
The Department of Anthropology
within the SHES is now a full-fledged
department with specialized courses
in both Social/Cultural and Physical
Anthropology. The Department
imparts fieldwork training in northeastern and southern India to MA
students and offers laboratory
research projects to MSc students. The
Verrier Elwin Memorial Museum is
also being set up at this department.
The advanced research programmes
in Physical Anthropology include
DNA research in collaboration with
the Social Anthropology stream.
Advanced research in the Cultural
Anthropology stream includes interdisciplinary research programmes
with a strong Indigenous Knowledge
component.
The northeastern region of India
not only offers a virtual goldmine for
social science and humanities
research, but also provides unique
opportunities for comparison, both
within and outside of India. The cultural and linguistic variation in the
region is simply amazing and unparalleled anywhere else in the world. The
(tribal) communities of the region are
undergoing rapid changes as a result
of Information Technology, and the
resulting infrastructural and educational developments throw challenges
to anthropologists to study how these
cultures are facilitating and/or coping
with the changes. In about half a century, various food-gathering and hunting communities have produced a
well-informed and confident educated
elite. This in itself is simply com-

India-Sri Lanka Relations
The asymmetry between India and
Sri Lanka in terms of size, strength, and
resources makes their relations at times
problematic, particularly during the
periods of internal crisis in Sri Lanka.
Sri Lanka’s internal power politics and
its ethnic orientation have generated
cracks in its moderate and composite
nationalist worldview. The country’s
internal conflict has created space for
international NGO’s to play an important role in its foreign policy, which, in
fact, is a step towards the privatization
of foreign relations. The self-adopted
role (of intervention) that NGOs play in
Sri Lankan foreign policy should not
only worry Sri Lanka but should also
worry India which has always guarded
against external interference in the
island society. In fact, Sri Lanka occupied very important place in India’s for-

mendable; and yet, the region still has
almost half of its cultivable land under
‘shifting cultivation’. The region is one
of the richest in the world in terms of
biodiversity, and the environmental
richness is matched by the ethnic
diversity and accompanying problems
of political identity.
NEHU maintains an extensive network of connections for both teaching
and research with the best universities
and research institutes in India and
abroad. In the thirtieth year of its existence, it now plans to extend this network to European universities and
research organizations through its
Schools and their departments. The
University, with its dynamic faculty
members, computer, Internet, laboratory facilities, and advanced programmes at MPhil, PhD, and postdoctoral levels, offers trained
manpower, including anthropologists,
who can collaborate with scholars
from any university in the world. Such
collaborations will be of mutual benefit to the participating scholars and
institutions. <
Dr T.B.Subba is professor of Social
Anthropology.
Dr Jan Brouwer is professor of Cultural
Anthropology.
They both work at the NEHU Department
of Anthropology and may be contacted at:
C/o North-Eastern Hill University, Department of Anthropology, Mayurbhanj Complex, Nongthymmai, Shillong 793014 India.
E-mail: tbsubba@sancharnet.in

eign policy calculations. Economically,
Sri Lanka is greeted by profitable opportunities for trade and commercial intercourse in the Indian Ocean region.
There is ample scope for developing a
positive maritime relationship between
India and Sri Lanka by expanding shipping facilities, port collaboration in
shipyards and even cruise-ship
tourism. The most important step for
cooperation in South Asia has been
taken with the India-Sri Lanka Free
Trade Agreement. Whereas the sources
of conflict between the two countries
are gradually diminishing, the scope for
closer cooperation is fast expanding
due to mutual benefits and a growing
understanding.
The conference concluded with an
assertion that the island-society is a
universe in itself for the social scientists
for experimenting and evolving the the-

[

a

d

v

e

r

t

i

s

e

m

e

n

t

]

Advertising in the IIAS Newsletter
General information
Circulation: 22,000 worldwide
Price: Free of charge
Frequency: 3 x a year
Rates:
W x H (mm)
full page
1/2 page
3/8 page
6 columns
1/4 page
4 columns
1/8 page
P&S
‘Teaser’1
1

276 x 381
276 x 186.2
135.5 x 277.2
163.6 x 186.2
135.5 x 186.2
107.4 x 186.2
135.5 x 91
10 lines
51.2 x 29.5

Standard
(USD)
1.290
690
525
450
360
270
170
n.a.
50

Year’s placement
(USD)
3.285
1.755
1.335
1.145
915
685
430
100
127,50

Only in combination with another advertisement (1/8 page or larger).

All payments are accepted in USD or in Euros.

Inserts
All addresses, including institutes, specialists, and non-specialists
Worldwide exposure, or a selection of countries
Price (including postage): Up to 45 grams: USD 3000
For every 25 grams over 45 grams: USD 500
Mailing label rental
It is possible to order addresses from the IIAS Database of Asia
Specialists for direct mail use. Rates: USD 0.12 per address, on
self-adhesive labels First search free of charge; next searches USD
10 per search. Minimum order: USD 60.
Further information:
Mr Maurice Sistermans, Advertisements
E-mail: iiasnews@let.leidenuniv.nl
Mrs Afelonne Doek, Mailing label rental
E-mail: iias@let.leidenuniv.nl

ories and concepts for further study of
any such society. It has provided an
appraisal of the legacies, which the
country has inherited and challenges
emerging during the twenty-first Century and concluded with the understanding that the legacies are ambiguous and reality is complex but the
challenges are clear and obvious. However, the legacies and challenges imply
certain cracks and wounds, which are
to be cemented and healed through
innovative research inspired by a deep
and abiding interest of the international community of scholars of Sri Lanka
Studies. Only when using the appropriate methods and techniques of social
science research, will we be able to
underline and identify the challenges
for the island in the twenty-first century. With such an understanding of Sri
Lanka’s legacies and reality, the policies

for empowerment, entitlement, equity,
inclusion, and environment need reorientation in the twenty-first century. <
Karori Singh was the Coordinator for the
above-described conference and is affiliated
to the South Asia Studies Centre at the
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur, India.
E-mail: karsiapc_jp1@sancharnet.in

More info >
During the conference, a committee
of seven scholars was formed to
coordinate the activities of Sri Lanka
Studies during the two years till the
ninth ICSLS. The committee kindly
invites institutions and organizations interested in holding the ninth
edition of this important conference
to send in their proposals.
E-mail: karsiapc@jp1.dot.net.in
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