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Notes for Authors 
 

Modern Sri Lanka Studies is a journal of contemporary work in Social Sciences in Sri 
Lanka.  It publishes articles on current research and theoretical developments on any 
discipline within Social Sciences related to Sri Lanka.  Authors should aim at an 
international audience in presenting their research.  Authors should evaluate the general 
significance of research to date, considering practical applications where it is relevant.  
Articles relating to Humanities will also be considered for publication provided that they 
have shown their relevance and applicability to the Social Sciences.  Reviews of articles 
published in other journals and  reviews on contemporary books on Sri Lanka are also 
considered for publication. All articles/review articles/book reviews will be reviewed by a 
member of the editorial board and two outside experts in the relevant fields.   
 
Submission: Articles are accepted for consideration on the understanding that they are 
not being submitted elsewhere. The language of the journal is English.  Three copies of 
all articles/ review articles/r the book reviews should be sent to one of the two editors.  
Articles are reviewed anonymously and should therefore be accompanied by a separate 
cover page (please use the attached form to provide this information) giving details of 
author's name and affiliation, address for all correspondence,  telephone, fax and e-mail 
numbers if possible.  In the same form, provide the basic information about the 
article/review article/book review. 
Final submission guidelines will be provided when an article/review article/book review is 
accepted for publication. 
 
Article Presentation: Your paper should be submitted in double-spaced, one-side 
typescript,  prepared on good quality A4 paper. Microsoft Word is the preferred word 
processor. When preparing your paper: 

•      Roman,12 font,  (bold and italic type can be used as necessary)  
•      The text should be ranged left and unjustified.   
•      Margins (top and bottom 1" and left and right 1.25")  



 

 

•      Headings and paragraphs should be separated by two carriage returns  
•      There should be only one space between words and only one space after any 

punctuation.  
 
The title page: This should be separate from the rest of the article.  
 
Abstract: An abstract of up to 100 words should be supplied in a separate page.   
 
Key words: Give 10 Key words that represents your article best at the end of the 
abstract page.   
 
Word count: Articles should not normally be less than 4000 words nor more than 8000 
words inclusive of footnotes but excluding references.  Review articles and book reviews 
could be not more than 3000 words. Please supply a word count in the author and article 
information form. 
 
Style: Please follow (or ask your typist to follow) these notes: 
(i)  Use  Standard International units wherever it applies. 
(ii)  Numbers: adopt a rule that all numbers under 10 should be spelt out in letters.  All 
numbers of 10 or more should be rendered in digits If you are using a number at the 
beginning of a sentence, use spelt-out forms. 
(vi) Italics: use italics for words in local language. 
(vi) Abbreviations: The details of the abbreviation should be given when it appears first.   
(vii) Headings: In dividing articles under headings, please weight your headings by 
writing A, B, C etc. in the margin of the page: 
            A: subheading numbered I, II, III etc.  Please avoid using more than three 
weights of       subheading. 
(viii) Footnotes: They should be kept to a minimum and placed at the end of the text.  
(xi) Acknowledgements:  They  should be placed at the end of the article, under that 
heading. 
(x) References:  References should follow the Harvard system and should only include 
material already published or accepted for publication.  In the typescript, references 
should be indicated by giving the author's name and the year of publication (with page 
references where necessary).  
For example: '...a quality which Nisbet (1967: 153) calls "progress"'. 
                       Agnew points out that " there has been a project towards sociologizing  
spatiality to  the point that space disappears" (1972a: 93). 
In the reference list, they should be listed in full at the end of the article double-spaced, 
in alphabetical order and in the following form: 
(a) Journal article 
Liebenstein, H. 1966: Allocative efficiency versus x-efficiency. American Economic 
Review 61, 392-415. 
(i.e., no quote marks round the title of the article and minimum capitalization). 
(b) Book 
Olson, M. 1965: The logic of collective action. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
(c) Chapter  in a book 
Wiesbrod, B.A. 1965: Geographic spillover effects and the allocation of resources to 
education. In Margolis, J., editor, The public economy of urban communities, 
Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 33-50. 
 
Copyright: Authors must obtain permission to reproduce all matter such as maps, 



 

 

diagrams, figures and photographs if they are not their own original productions.  Such 
letters of permission should be submitted to the editors before publication.  
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